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Bringing Apache young people from the White Mountain Apache Reservation to go to school in Tucson
was in itself a major challenge. Lucy and I had total support from the girls’ mothers who believed the
stability, opportunity for a better academic and Christian-worldview education, and wholesome environment where they would get to know Jesus in a deeper sense would all be a blessing to them. This drastic
change in the environment came with many challenges for the young ladies, their host families and Lucy
and me as their facilitators. It was also a time when Jesus was relied on heavily for guidance, patience,
perseverance, and grace on all sides.
In the seven years we have sponsored students attending Desert Christian Schools, two of the young
ladies had to go back to the Reservation because of poor choices and one went back voluntarily. We were
blessed to facilitate Riscilla attending Desert Christian High School for four years plus one year at Northern
Arizona University. Drelyn also spent four years at Desert, graduated and has gone on to attend Northland
Pioneer Community College in Whiteriver. Naomi has been at Desert for six years and is a sophomore with
hopes of attending a university or a technical trade school to learn auto mechanics. We are extremely
proud of these young ladies and the dedication and perseverance they showed in all they have
accomplished.
What does this have to do with environment? A lot. The girls who did not graduate from high school in
Tucson are not to be condemned or criticized. It just did not work out for them and their personality. They
had struggles that they did not know how to handle.
Thearsa, our last student who had to return to the Reservation, really tried to make it work. She knew the problems she faced and she was mature enough to tell us and
to request help in handling those concerns. There were
prayers, counseling, tutoring, medical intervention and love
infused into her life by all around her. However, she still
struggled immensely. In addition to these struggles, she
admitted that she strongly desired to return to the Reservation and her family. After prayers and communicating
with her mother, her counselor and her host family it was
decided that for the best interest of Thearsa it was time for
her to go home. We are happy to say that she is doing well
at the Reservation school and her mother and extended
family are there to help her with her struggles.
Native American people, even with all their diversity, have a strong desire to have a close knit family
unit. We have been told that sometimes when a person goes off to college for four years and returns home
there is a stigma attached to them because they left their family and the Reservation. Even Natives who
are trying to leave a dysfunctional family environment encounter that inner drive to stay close to their
family. Now that we understand this, we can look back at the students who returned to the Reservation
and see that just maybe this removal from their familiar environment had an impact on how they acted
(unconsciously) and the choices they made.
It should be easier for adults to change their environment and be able to handle it because of their
maturity, experience, and knowledge of how life works. But these young students do not have those
benefits. They are just children and have not had the time to learn and understand.
Staying to continue their education or going home, these girls should be commended for trying.
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Blessings, Dennis

(Dennis@ManosdeDios.org)
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Lucy’s brother came to stay with 93-yearold Dad so we could go to the conference
and enjoy a couple extra days away!
Caregivers need a break and it was so
refreshing to travel, sleep and sightsee on
our own schedule! What a blessing to
enjoy each other so much after 33 years of
marriage!
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